TELEPHONE PIONEER SOCIETY

The Telephone Pioneer Society was established in 1978 to operate a Gift Shop in Parks Canada, Alexander Graham Bell Museum in Baddeck, NS for the purpose of raising revenue for the Chapter 49 Telephone Pioneers (NS/PEI).  Any revenues were then distributed to those charitable organizations in NS/PEI as considered appropriate by the Society and the Chapter.  
The Society maintained an annual Licence of Occupation with the Federal Minister of Canadian Heritage.  This was a partnership, in that agreement had to be reached with the Museum on a number of operational requirements, a Joint Product Selection Committee existed in order to provide and/or develop products that had an A.G. Bell theme, and for other purposes.  

For 22 years the Society produced profits totalling $521,352.  The profits were distributed as $142,219 to the Museum in rental and percent of sales and $379,133 distributed by the Telephone Pioneers to charitable and non-profit organizations in NS and PEI.  This represented a yearly average of $15,800 for the worthwhile organizations the Bell Aliant Telephone Pioneers (NS/PEI) love to support. 
The Society managed the Gift Shop with a Board of Directors and a dedicated staff.  The Society provided employment for 4–5 local residents for approximately 5 months each year.  The Gift Shop employed a Manager and 3-4, some part-time, retail staff in order to cover the long shifts as the Museum and Gift Shop were open during the high season from 9am – 8pm.  The Chapter and Society also ensured that one of the annual donations was presented in the Baddeck community.   

